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Space and Light

As soon as I entered the Faculty/ Staff Lounge which had glass walls, the light not only filled the 
empty space it also warmed it. I quickly began to analyze the space and the light as the glorious 
son was on its way to the horizon about to set.  There were two main areas that would be 
occupied for the evening. I began to take photographs of the spaces so I could make the proper 
adjustment to the camera. The presentation room down the hall had no outside light so I had to 
make note of the camera settings in my brain for a smooth transition as I moved from one room 
to the next. 

I wanted to capture all elements of the event, as instructed by Dr. Suescun Pozas, so after 
surveying the area I began to shoot.  The table clothes, the posters, the decor were all important 
elements to catalogue.  In the editing process I enhanced the colours of the decor more 
specifically the multicoloured table cloth.   As more elements entered the room, food, art work 
people, I wanted to capture it all.  People being greeted by John Ramos, art work being placed 
by Pam,  and food being brought in by David.  All of these elements were important to document 
and capture to provide a complete picture of the event. 

The sun still offered great lighting for the shots as the room was being filled by people and 
conversation.  Past students, new colleagues and enthusiastic partners all mingled and 
reconnected.  I wanted to capture the energy of the room by circulating through out the space, 
constantly making adjustments to my camera and angle for the changing light in the room.  The 
gestures and expressions were a point of focus for me in order to capture the building energy as 
more an more people streamed in.

Making connections

Throughout the evening I made a conscious effort to get the big picture.  I did that by knowing 
when to move with the flow of the room and knowing when to be still.  Knowing when to stay 
with a visual concept and when to let it go.  One concept that was brewing was in the Lecture 
room as Dr. Suescun Pozas was sharing the details of the meaning and purpose of the initiative 
of this event.  There were dynamic things happening with shadows and light on the presentation 
screen.  The hard light from the projector created strong shadows on the screen and figuratively 
speaking she was becoming apart of the presentation, while giving the presentation. 



Wrapping up

I wanted to capture people moving from one space to the next as we transitioned back to the 
Faculty/Staff Lounge.  Capturing the motioning in the low light proved to be difficult without flash 
but the blur from the slow shutter speed made for a more artistic shot. Many connections were 
made throughout the evening and the room was filled with inspiration, energy and excitement.  I 
took the time to sit and connect with one of the students (researchers) in the program, and while 
looking up I noticed something unique.  The structure of the glass that once provided the room 
with warmth and light from the outside, was now a mirror reflecting the interactions on the 
inside.  I took a few shots of the glass roof until I finally got the composition I wanted.  I tried 
shots with and without the flash and found that depending on my angle both camera settings 
worked well.  

As people filtered out there was less to capture so I made my final rounds and saw a teaching 
moment with Dr. Suescun Pozas and one of her students as she graciously explained how he 
could enhance his visual presentation going forward. The student was listening attentively and 
seemed to be appreciative for the constructive feedback.  

Editing 
 
Editing is often a work in progress however after the event I was able to test out a few of the 
Auto Editing settings in Photos for OSX and  Adobe Photoshop.  Due to the candid nature of 
most of the photos the black and white filter worked very well.  The lighting in the room provided 
a nice warm cast and gave the images great colour so there was not much tweaking that needs 
to be done.  I will be editing the images further to enhance the energy of key photos and send a 
few out for print.

Overall I was able to capture most if not all of the shots I had in mind to get based on the initial 
meeting with Dan and Dr. Suescun Pozas.  I was able to work with the lighting and lens to get 
the best shots.

Prepared by 
Tabitha Lewis
Multimedia Designer - Photographer




